THE KINGDOM OF GOD – THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

“The kingdom of God is God’s ruling. It is the sovereign reign of God.” (Holman 844)

“In Hebrew, Kingdom is active, it is action.  It is God’s ruling in the lives of men…Kingdom is also the demonstration of God’s rule through miracles, signs and wonders.  Wherever the power of God is demonstrated, there is the kingdom… We see God’s Kingdom when we see Him in action. In the same way people saw the kingdom when they saw Jesus in action. This is what Jesus meant when he said: “But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons then the Kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:20). (Bevin 64)

Jesus also used the word ‘kingdom’ to refer to those who follow Him; the members of His movement. His disciples were now to literally be the kingdom of God by demonstrating his presence and power in their lives.  Jesus’ charge to those sent out to by him was “Whenever you enter a town and you’re accepted … heal the sick of that town and then tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is here!’”(Luke 10:8-9) (Bevin)

Teaching about the kingdom has broad significance.

Thoughts about the kingdom must be focused on the following:

1. Person/ King

2. Powerful process

3. People/ Subjects

John preached that the kingdom is at hand/near, repent! (Matthew 3:12; Luke 16:16)

The Kingdom has come in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hear the good news and repent. (Matthew 12:28)

God has put into motion His plan of redemption. He has revealed Himself, He wants to reign over us and ultimately to restore us to His image. New birth gives entrance into the kingdom. (St. John 3: 3-5)

Jesus regularly invited people to enter the Kingdom of God that is, to open their lives to the ruling of God. The Kingdom of God is not of this earth.
People must here and now receive the rule of God.

· as little children – Mark 10:15 

· by faith

· seek first and prioritize; many seek but few seek first. – Matthew 6:33

People/subjects must submit to the King’s authority. Let the King take charge of all areas of life; obey His word. Jesus the King transforms the character- a new kind of life is possible. Believers are rescued from the kingdom of darkness and brought into the Kingdom of the Son (Col.1)

The King knows those who are in His Kingdom (Matthew 21:31; 23: 13) Those in the Kingdom have standards by which to live. Kingdom subjects model the values of the kingdom and seek to break the cycle of evil.

The kingdom is a present as well as future reality.

· Luke 17:21; Luke 13:28; Mark 9:47; Matthew 24:3 & 30; Matthew 25:34; Matthew 13:41.

Jesus spoke about the Kingdom in parables. (Matthew 13:35)  Knowledge of kingdom secrets; given to believers. (Matthew 13:11)

The parables show Jesus’ vision of the kingdom (St. Matt. 13:1-50).

The Parables 

    

Focus

	The sower/hearers 

Matthew 13:1-23 


	People respond differently to the gospel invitation.  

	Wheat and tares 

Matthew 13: 24 
	The citizens of the kingdom and unbelievers must grow together until God’s harvest time.  



	Mustard seed 

Matthew 13:31-32 
	Kingdom begins in insignificance and grows to greatness.  



	Leaven 

Matthew 13:33 
	The kingdom is implanted in different material and grows to fill the whole personality with righteousness.  



	Hidden treasure 

Matthew 13:44 
	The hidden kingdom is available for individual’s purchase.  



	Priceless pearl 

Matthew 13:45-46 
	The Kingdom demands abandonment of all other values.  

	Fishing net 

Matthew 13:47-50 
	The kingdom’s final separation of unrighteous from the righteous. 


The miracles that Jesus did were not intended to gather a crowd or impress them by showing off His power. He was showing the reality of His rule.

This is an ‘upside down kingdom.’ the King:

· washed the feet of his subjects, 

· sacrificed His life. 

· showed kindness to the needy. 

· touched lepers, lifted the lowly and the despised. 

· lived a simple life; no throne, no servants, or guards.

In this upside down kingdom in order to:

· save your life you must lose it

· be great you must be the least

· mature and grow you must have faith of a child.

It is a kingdom that cannot be shaken. (Hebrews 12:28)  The kingdom of God is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. (Romans 14:17)

The church is the vehicle for the advancing of the Kingdom of God. We need God’s help to do His will.  

Remember:

John the Baptist lost his head

James was killed with the sword

Peter was delivered from Herod but was later crucified.

Develop kingdom mentality by focusing on the King and His everlasting kingdom

It is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom (St Luke 12:32)

…The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever. (Rev. 11:15)

While we await that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God, occupy in your capacity, preach, pray, teach and demonstrate the life-changing gospel of the kingdom.

Father, thy kingdom come, thy will be done!
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